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OPINION ADVERTISING

Recently, I came across a report quoted below on a certain media,
concerning the election of the president of Doshisha University.

Quote:



“Dr. Kohji Murata made a positive comment on national collective
security, ‘While China is growing a powerful country, it makes
sense to strengthen Japan-US alliance’ at a public hearing of the
House of Representatives held in July, 2015, against which
groups of voluntary faculty members of the university criticized
the comment, ‘His comment seriously ruins the image of Doshisha
founded on the basis of ‘conscience education’, consequently
arousing controversial argument all over the campuses.

Unquote
I just cannot ignore the report for the three reasons below.

1. Don’t they have to justify themselves by counter-arguing, if
they are negative on Japan-US alliance?

2. Why is it against ‘conscience education’ to affirm Japan-US
alliance? What is the definition of ‘conscience education’?

3. Since when has Doshisha turned out to be a gag school not
allowing free opinions?

I request the so-called “voluntary faculty members” to give
answers to my three questions above.

Just for your reference, the above media is known for its own
admitting to have fabricated a baseless story of dishonoring our
country for the sake of propaganda sales of papers. It is really
regrettable that president election of Doshisha was used by such
a low-level media just for their benefit and satisfaction.

In Doshisha University, the name of Dr. Joseph Hardy Neesima
has something particular salience, and “Neesima Spirit” has been
talked about at many times, many places. However, the
expression “Neesima Spirit” is so much abstract that its meaning
1s to be understood in many different ways depending upon who
says it or who hears it. I think it is quite natural and nothing



wrong with it. If everyone concerned about Doshisha should
happen to be forced to share “a certain understanding”, then how
is it different from a dreadful totalitarian state?

And now, allow me on this occasion to talk about “Neesima Spirit”
that I understand in my own way.

Jo Neesima broke the then government rule of prohibition of
leaving country in order to see the world on a global viewpoint
and to learn many valuable things from foreign countries, by
which knowledge and experiences he decided to contribute to the
future of Japan by an extraordinary idea of founding a private
school. I understand “Neesima Spirit” in my way that its true
concept 1s of quite an aggressive nature to shed an old skin for
future. Some of its typical features are;

1. Global curiosity to learn anything new from foreign countries.

2. Energy to break through three hundred years old
establishment.

3. Epoch-making venture mind to establish an educational system
of private university.

I believe this is a real significance of “Neesima Spirit” and the
world needs human materials with such mind today.

When talked about “Neesima Spirit”, it is often times tended to be
accompanied by such saccharine words like “Christianity” and
“conscience education” like a routine regulation that seems to be
only important necessity. In my understanding, however, I believe
it is never such a flaccid concept. “Neesima Spirit” is a will power
to 1nnovate existing state. The word “Christianity” and
“conscience education” is only means to accomplish “Neesima
Spirit” and is never the goal.

To English Journal staffs;



I want you to keep the followings in your mind all the time.

1. To keep global curiosity to learn from abroad and positively call
upon people overseas.

2. To take an energetic action to break through such an obsolete
media like delivering printed papers for past sixty years and to
change for something new.

3. To have a venture mind to build epoch-making business model
on Internet.

I really want you to carry on your club activities with ambition in
your mind to achieve what Dr. Neesima did one hundred-fifty
years ago. This is “genuine Neesima Spirit” that will provide you
with an ordeal to go through for your bright future.

Without your willpower to achieve the goal, I accept the inevitable
that sixty years history of Doshisha English Journal comes to an
end.

Eiki Izumi
Graduated from
Economics faculty
1960



